
LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

P.A.S.: Comprehensive Plan Conformance #01002 DATE: September 6, 2001
Water Tower Surplus Property Declaration

PROPOSAL: Review Public Works & Utilities’ request to declare the water
tower property at S. 84th & Highway 2 as surplus property.

LAND AREA: 2.69 acres, more or less

CONCLUSION: The Comprehensive Plan identifies this property as the site of a
reservoir, however the Conditional Annexation and Zoning Agreement
that accompanies the annexation of this area provides for its relocation
to S. 84th St. and Yankee Hill Road.

The Southeast Lincoln/Highway 2 Subarea Plan notes that the costs of
relocating the existing 4 million gallon reservoir are the responsibility of
Andermatt to work out with the City. The costs are worked out in the
Conditional Annexation and Zoning Agreement that accompanies
Annexation #01006.

The Department of Public Works & Utilities has indicated that they no
longer need this property, provided the relocation of its capacity is
completed before the property is transferred to private ownership.

The proposal conforms with the goals of the Comprehensive Plan in that
the specific use on the site can be relocated without limiting water
storage capacity.

RECOMMENDATION:  The declaration of surplus property is in conformance with the
Comprehensive Plan

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 85 I.T., located in the NW 1/4 of Section 23, T9N, R7E of the 6 th

P.M., Lancaster County, Nebraska.

Note: The Department of Public Works & Utilities request identifies two parcels. Both of the
parcels were combined into Lot 85 I.T.

LOCATION: East of S. 84th Street, just north of its intersection with Highway 2
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APPLICANT: Director of Public Works & Utilities 
555 S. 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-441-7548

OWNER: City of Lincoln

EXISTING ZONING: AG Agricultural

EXISTING LAND USE: 4 million gallon water storage reservoir tank.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING: The tank is located in the center of an
approximately 136 acre tract of land, all of which is zoned AG Agricultural. It is currently fields
which are being graded to develop the site as a mixed use regional shopping center.

ASSOCIATED APPLICATIONS: Annexation #01006
Change of Zone #3320 (AG to R-3)
Change of Zone #3285 (AG to B-5)
Preliminary Plat #01006
Use Permit #140

HISTORY: In 1980, the City purchased a 1.9 acre parcel for the purpose of building a
water reservoir tank.

In 1996, the City condemned the east 150 feet of the property (an additional
0.79 acres) in order to provide space for future expansion.

As part of the Conditional Annexation and Zoning Agreement for S. 84t h &
Highway 2, the Department of Public Works & Utilities agreed to sell this
property to the developers of the 84th & Highway 2 commercial center.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: The Land Use Plan designates this area as
Commercial and the Southeast Lincoln/Highway 2 Subarea Plan identifies the property as
part of a mixed use regional commercial center.

Lincoln Water System
Strategies:

• Implement the long-range water improvement plan, monitor development with respect to system
capacities, and schedule improvements accordingly. (p. 132)



Comprehensive Plan Conformance #01002 Page 3

City of Lincoln Future Commercial Needs and Plan
Goals:
• Attempt to eliminate the conflicts between retail and institutional land use when siting new retail

locations. (p. 54)

ANALYSIS:

1. The Department of Public Works & Utilities has requested that a 2.69 acre parcel
which is currently being used as a 4 million gallon storage reservoir be declared
surplus.

2. As part of the Conditional Annexation and Zoning Agreement for the 84th & Highway
2 annexation, the Department of Public Works & Utilities has agreed to sell this land,
provided the developer contributes to moving the 4 million gallon capacity to a site at
S. 84th & Yankee Hill Road. The Water Department had originally planned a 6 million
gallon reservoir at S. 84th & Yankee Hill Road; it will now be constructed with a 10
million gallon capacity.

3. The Department of Public Works & Utilities is proposing that the property be sold in
two phases. The east 150 feet of Lot 85 I.T. is currently vacant and can be sold
immediately. The remaining portion of the property can be sold once the existing
reservoir is taken offline and the developer has paid its share of the cost for the new
reservoir at S. 84th & Yankee Hill Road.

4. The Conditional Annexation and Zoning Agreement for S. 84th & Highway 2 indicates
that the east 160 feet will be sold immediately. Either the Department of Public Works
& Utilities request or the annexation agreement must be changed.

Recommended conditions prior to scheduling at City Council:

1. The Department of Public Works & Utilities and the applicant must agree upon the land
area to be sold immediately.

Prepared by:

Jason Reynolds
Planner
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